
New building wishlist

1. Female changing - To have adequate female changing for the next 10 years with scope to increase for 
the next 20 years built into the design

Initial thoughts are that we should cater for at least the same volume as the males at the moment, we should 
be striving for an equal mix of male and females. It’s thought that at a push 8-10 males could change at the 
same time at the moment with capacity for at least 20 in 1 session (i.e. room for 20 sets of gear/clothing). 

2. Disabled toilets and changing - Properly accessed facilities throughout with wheelchair accessible toilet 
and showering/changing. Pretty obvious in a club of our size and with todays equality standards. But it 
shouldn’t, if possible, stop at 1 toilet/room. The whole of the building should be accessible. There are plenty 
of potential disabled paddlers who are not wheelchair bound who should be able to access the club. 

3. Boat storage - To double our current general purpose boat storage with scope for expansion in the future.
We know there are lots of members requesting boat storage on top of the club being restricted in the past 
few years on buying more boats due to inadequate storage. We shouldn’t have to sell boats so we can buy 
new ones and at the same time we should be aiming to expand, not just in volume but also type of 
boats/disciplines such as Stand up paddling. There is also a need for sea kayak storage, so maybe a 
complete look at all boat storage to give us specific racking/areas for each discipline. 

4. Gear storage - A bespoke area for gear storage. Clubs or facilities such as Lee Valley, Tryweryn etc 
always have separate areas for gear storage. It enables better drying methods whilst freeing up access and 
space for boats. This could be looked at as an overall site issue but has to be considered in the design plan. 

5. General Storage - We have always struggled here and this would be a perfect time to address it. Instead 
of jamming BBQ's at the end of boat stores or stuffing things behind the club or under fire exits. 

6. MCC site - To design the overall site so to make it more as one. Currently the 3 buildings are treated as 
such and the concern is that putting the female changing in a separate building will split the dynamics of the 
club up. This will hopefully also utilise the outdoor space we now have. 

Expansion - one of the biggest problems we have with the current club house is the lack of physical space 
to expand to. We built the biggest we could and we are the victim of our own success, but we have the ability
now to build in expansion into any design we have. Fore instance the design could cater for areas to build 
another changing room in 10 years time or outside space earmarked for more boat storage or trailer access 
at a later date. If we think about this now it will make our life a lot easier in the future. 

Priority 

Temporary boat storage (as per Geoff’s request) before anything else. Changing rooms - female and 
disabled. 

and then: 

Overall site
Boat storage
Gear / General storage 

These 3 need to be a club-wide approach looking at all boat stores etc. 

A general view of how work is carried out: It should be at all times safe for the people working and the other 
club members. There needs to be a RAMS in place and maybe site specific training if we are to carry out 
work ourselves. We should also not compromise the security of the site, it may mean we look again at locks 
etc. 
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